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HOUSE BI LL 1778

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session

By Representatives Wall ace, Dunn, Kenney, Hai gh, Hasegawa, B.
Sullivan, Darneille, MDernott, Takko, Roberts, Schual -Berke and Sant os

Read first tine 01/ 26/ 2007. Referred to Commttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to nodernizing Wshington state history and
gover nnent course requirenents for high school graduation; adding a new
section to chapter 28A. 230 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The study of the state's history and
government is vital to providing a well-rounded education to students.
It is inportant for students to have a firm understandi ng of where we
have conme from as a state and the institutions that guide and serve
citizens of the state. It is equally inportant to provide students
with context for the information that enables themto apply it to the
present and future, with an understandi ng of Washi ngton's place in our
country and the broader gl obal comrunity.

The legislature finds that the current high school graduation
requi renents for coursework in Washington state history and gover nnent
have becone outdated and | ack relevancy. It is therefore the intent of
the legislature to nodernize high school graduation requirenments for
coursework in Washington state history and governnent.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 230
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) Beginning wth students entering the ninth grade in the 2008-09
school year, the high school graduation requirenents established by the
state board of education pursuant to RCW 28A 230.090 shall include a
course that covers Wishington state and the gl obal econony. The
content of the course shall include, but not be limted to:

(a) Washington state history and culture;

(b) The Constitution of the state of Washington and Washi ngton
state politics;

(c) Washington state geography; and

(d) Comrerce in Washington state and its place in a global econony.

(2) The office of the superintendent of public instruction shal
develop a curriculumthat is consistent with the requirenments of this
section and that neets the requirenments for the office of the
superintendent of public instruction's classroombased assessnents.
The office of the superintendent of public instruction shall make the
curriculum available for voluntary use by school districts beginning
with the 2008-09 school year.

~-- END ---
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